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Motor Vehicle Accidents

An employee is more likely to die in an 
automobile accident than fighting a fire, 
working on industrial machinery or at a 
construction site. 



Road Smart

 80% of all accidents are due to driver 
error

 Accidents can be prevented

 Driving is based on habits

 Good

 Bad



Statistics

 Nationally in 2008

37,261 fatalities  
102 deaths per day

9.7 % decline from 2007

2.5 million people injured

Traffic accidents claim 
more lives than murders
Murder - 1 every 34 minutes

Traffic – 1 every 14 minutes

Every 7 seconds a crash 
occurs

$60 billion in damages to 
US employers in 2007
Average cost $16,500 
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Statistics 2008

Arizona

842 fatal crashes resulting in 937 fatalities

Average 2.57 people killed each day

One person was killed every 9.36 hours

54 of the fatalities occurred in Tucson

Peak time for accidents: Friday between 4PM – 5PM

Daylight hour crashes accounted for 72.9% of all crashes

2.86 billion loss to state economy due to MV accidents 



Are You a Safe Driver?

 98% of drivers consider 
themselves to be a safe driver

 72% of these drivers admitted 
to perform other tasks while 
driving
 Drinking

 Eating

 Reading

 81% of drivers reported 
talking on the cell phone while 
driving

 18% of drivers reported they 
sent a text while driving

http://www.aaafoundation.org/multimedia/photolibrary/emergencyvehicles/EMS-Ambulance_lowres.JPG


The Affect on Workers’ 

Compensation

In 2005 there were 2,077 workers’ 
compensation claims filed as a result of 
motor vehicle accidents

Average claim cost was $27,500

Making MVA accidents the single most costly 
Workers’ Compensation injury claim category



Other Costs Related to 

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Vehicle repair costs

Possible law suits

Auto insurance

General liability

Negative publicity

Loss productivity  



Defensive Driving

Driving to prevent an accident, in spite of 
the incorrect actions of the other drivers 
or weather conditions.

Anticipate driving hazards and know how to 
protect yourself.

Be alert, keep your mind free of distractions 
and your attention focused on driving.



Distracted Driving - #1 Cause 

of Accidents

 Driving while distracted is a factor in 25% 
of police reported crashes

A motor vehicle is now an extension to the 
office

Cell phones

Laptop computers

GPS and stereo systems

Meals



Cell Phones - #1 Distraction

Talking on the cell phone 

Hand held phone

Hands free phone

Using a cell phone increases a drivers 
reaction time as much as having a BAC of 
0.08%

Driver on a cell phone is four times as 
likely to be involved in a serious accident





Other Distractions

Reading a map (or 
book)

Drinking or eating

Applying make-up

Passengers

Adjusting the radio or 
other vehicle controls

Lack of sleep
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Watch for Red Light 

Runners

Most severe type of accident

Look both ways before 
proceeding

Pay particular attention at left 
turn signals

Ensure all cross traffic has 
stopped. The other driver may 
not be paying attention



Red Light Running

Arizona is #1 in the nation for deaths 
occurring while red light running.





Look Both Left & Right When 

Making a Right Hand Turn

Watch for pedestrian 
traffic

Pay attention to cars 
making a u-turn

Double check the 
traffic coming from 
the left

Do not assume other 
drivers see you



Insurance Company’s View

Only wants to insure good drivers

Annually review all motor vehicle records

Deny insurance coverage to those that 
have poor driving records

IMPORTANT – your driving habits during 
non-business hours can affect your status 
on the job!



Establish a Driving Policy

Require all employees to wear their seat 
belts

Set a policy that prohibits the use of cell 
phones while driving

Conduct an annual MVD check on the 
driving record of your vehicle operators



Make it a Policy

Conduct safe drivers training on a regular 
basis

Implement a vehicle maintenance 
program

Give drivers time to complete tasks 
without violating traffic rules



A safe driver is not merely 
someone who has been lucky 
enough to avoid accidents, but 
is one who drives defensively 
and looks out for others.


